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The G5O has announeed a vazancy for a
Class B -.I..mull:t“-lit-lﬂ.l‘g-t. We will be voting on &
eandidate for the sctual election to be held at the
GBS0 Conference |:'I-P!'1I.t 2005, If vou have the
reeommsended quﬂliﬂmrinui. you ean get a resume
:I.II:-_*-EI: {Tu:-m oar rLa'lr'F-er-lﬂ:l'l. jn P ﬁ"‘nﬂ: J'l-'1” l:ld
revealed!

There are hetween 50,000 and 60,000
droups regiatered with GSO and less than half of
them contribute anything, Which category does
your group fit in? [t costs GSO $125 a year to
Fupport each group. Average droup contribution is
$76. Then, with literature pu'n:'\u-ﬂ. the total
raines up to 388, 1f 1002 of groups helped support
G50, the Bterature and Hig Books eould be sold at
cost,

O dtlegah'. Jimm, will he giving an
enlightening repart of fnances at G5O, We are
rl:u-].aum'.lﬂc to keep the hand of AA always
available. Thins imn't & free ride. Dig down a Lietle
:L:-tp-er and do your part to Le—:? the doors -‘.-[ AA
open. | hen, make sure your group 1sm t Leep'ln&
more than a Fru.l:lml rescrve. We are tight Lugéfru
sinco sobering up. I'm sure ﬁl:.n:l it was here for me.

‘1 apemt far more on alechol than [ do on the Seventh
T radition and the pay back from the Seventh
Tradition is so much hetter, How about 3|.1u?

I'm quLJ.qu 'Fm'wnrd bto & great a.-n:mllal"-' and
peEiTI all of you again. And, if this ia your firnt
aasembly, weleome and enjoy ;ru-mulf. Don't think
of s ns strangers, W e just strange!]

EDITOR, SHIRLEY 5.

_||'"|-| .-.-PE DFHILM

Dist 1 1,301.67
[ist 2 3 283.49
Dist 3 485.70
Dist 4 855.00
Oist 5 1,174.36
Oist B a97.21
Dist 7 400.12
Dist 8 2 B05.87
Dist 9 295.00
Dist 10 966.00
Dist 11 10.00

Addresses for 7th Tradition:
Dist Treasurer: Ask your DCM.
Area Treas:Box 296 Middleton, ID 83644
GS0 - Box 453, Grand Central Station,
MNew York, NY 10163
{Please, make sure your group #, District #
and Area #18 are on your check or money
arder to receive proper credit on your funds.)

Well be voting on three proposed
guideling amendment changes. 11l probably
have o gat my werds, but they shouldnt be
too controversial.

Thanks again io Janice for getting the
7th Tradition figures to me.

Hops you enjoy the newsletter.

Shirley
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From The Grapevine:
The Vine Line

0.'-Hmu many first edition Big Books were
published, how much did they sefl for, how
much iz one worth today, and does the General
Service Office have any copies?

A2 Thees wers 4,700 first edition Big Books
published in April 1939; they sold for $2.50 to
AA's and $3.50 to “outsiders”; how much one
is worth today has a lot to do with the
condition the book is in (whether the dust
Jacket is intact, whether or not it is
autographed, etc.), though according to
Publisher's Weekly, it iz the most sought after
book in the country; the GBO archives has four
copies of the first edition, first printing of the
Big Book.

Editor's note - ihis is from the February 1995
Grapevine.

Q:  Afer the first draft of the Big Book had

been written, what was the most popular choice
for a title?

Az The leading contender was "The Way
Out", though this popular fitle was eventually
eclipsed by "Alcoholics Anonymous” when it
was discovered that there were 12 other books
listed with the Library if Congress fitled "The
Way Out.”

ﬂ: In going over 8tep Eight in the "Twelve
and Twelve" we came across the word
“tosepot”. What does the word mean?

A: According to Webster's Ninth New

Collegiate Dictionary, & tosspot is the scame
thing as a drunkard or & sot - something most
of us are quite familiar with.

f_':}'?'f..;;;.sf

0.' In the Appendix Il of the Big Book (page
570, on the topic of "Spiritual Experience”)
there is a quote from Herbert Spencer. Where
does the guote come from?

A Herbert Spencer was a noted English
philosopher who died in 1903, Over the course
of hig lifetime, he wrote numerous books, and
the quote which appears in the Big Book,
"There is & principle which iz a bar against all
information, which is preof against all
arguments and which cannot fail to keep a man
in everlasting ignorance - that principle ie
contempt prior to investigation,” is said fo
come from his book Prineiples of Biology.

(Q:  what is the largest donstion an individusi

Ad member can make fo the General Service
Offfce?

A: the limit that GEO0 can accept from any
one individusl, as set by the General Service
Conference iz §1,000 & year.

0: What iz AA's "Reserve Fund," and what is
it for?

A: Tha Reserve Fund was established in 1954

& essentially serves as AA's “"prudent reserve”.
The principal purpose of the fund is to provide
the financial resources necessary fo confinue
the essential services of 680 and the Grapevine
in the event of an unexpeeted and substantal
reduction in the normal revenues of the
organization, whether that situation be caused
by severs economic recession, a disruption
within the Fellowship, or a change in the
manner of publication and distribution of AA's
literature, or any other cause.

There is ne Kgy to Aappiness. The door is always
opert. -

Nothing is real to you until you experience it,
otherusise, it 5 fust fearsay.
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people with their eyes elosed are not
_meditationg on the prefundity of your words.”

ICTOBER 15-17 - 6th Annual
Woman-to-Woman —— McCall, ID
For more Info - 461-2703,
880-4461 or B41-8001

My wild oats hawve turnod into jazunes
Eﬂd;'ﬁff-jfﬁﬂ.

Movember 6 — Gratitude
Dinner = Dist &

,ﬁm.cfﬂ mr:tﬁrsﬂfjr, it's ke innax
fo59ing

Mow., 11 — Deadline far
agenda items for Jan 9 area
pusiness meeting = Twin
Falls.

Bilcoholics Lnon PLETE i3 the ._‘?acfef'ﬁr
aﬁ the Second Chance.

\ary - Area Bus
Meeting — Twin Falls.

cioper A6 F
Aoy that éc:m."f fres telgﬂéscedrjex in my
.E'};ja, gven 0 can't et into my paantd.

March 11-13
Tucson, AZ.

(623) 247

2005 — PRAASA -
Info = Mike G.

Saaiusmtan tfdfftftm Haawen waaiiemblad

April 17-23 GSO Conference
New York City, NY

April 29 — May 1. 2005 -
Assembly in Boise at the
Double Tres Riverside.

Lifz isn't ke 2 box of choeolates. Tf's mora
lita d:j:i:’ .:rj f::rfdl:ue.lm_-u What 0 s fﬂd';ij.r
urie'?ll;:rta.l.';r_r.'.':i"}- feen mf lettt tomorrow,

A

June thry August - Lots of
camp-outs!

a Frucé‘,m 4 & .ll';*e:ﬂ.-‘{( tﬁi.-:? to carry.

[}

August — Businass Meeting in
Twin Falls

Do the math, Count your Hs&.ﬂﬂ'ﬂ;ﬂf

Cctober — Another Assembly,
In fact. it's a voting
gssembly. Will be in Burley!

Contributions to:
<wagonwheel_15@hotmail.com>
or (208) 940-0647

I don’t mean money either I
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Twa friends were out drinking when
ane suddenly lurched backward off her
barsteal and lay motionless on the floar.
“Qne thing about my buddy, * the other
drunk said the to bartender, “nobody can
say she doesn't know when to quit.”

W E OE oH OE ® R oE oE o E W Emowm @ R @ ok R E & ok R R R

Paor me gnd the Great |-am ara
icdlenfical twins. They're both locking for aoll
the attention they can gel.

W WK @ W m m oW @ Rk W Eom R R & R EE W=

“How did you get sober?” the
young alcohalic asked the old timer.

"Did you go to Befty Ford?”

“Mg" was the reply, “l went to
Helen Bach.”

wOE K B R B R " OE ® @ @ @ omoE @ R w @ e oEE o @ W

Haping to cammuna with nature, twe
boozers want on a camping trip. But, by
nightfall, the mosquitaes weara so bad, they
ratraated to their tent and started drinking.
Finally ane paked his head aut ta see how
things were going, and saw a swarm of
brilliant fireflies.

“Wea're done far now” he cried ta his
buddy. They're coming aftar us with
flashlights.”

- o o e o & E O R R R E R E & R E R E A E

The preacher was having a
heart-to-heart with a backslider in his
flock, whose drinking of moonshine
invariobly led to a quarrel with neighbors
and an cccasional shot gun blast at them.,

“"Can't you see, Ben,” intonad the
parsan, 'that not one good thing comes out
of this drinking?”

"“Well, | have to disagree with you
there, Parson,” replied the backslider. "It
makes ma miss the people | shoot ot.”

-'_E’;Z.:::.;:m £

Ccroper A0

Cid yau ever notice haw a narrow
mind and a wida mouth ga togethar?
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Three drunks, Michael, Tam and Bill
wera stumbling hamea from the pub late
ane nighl‘ and faund themselves an the
read leading mast the graveyard.

"Came, have a lock over here” says
Michael, *I¥s Alec TI'I.QI'FIF}EGI‘IIS grave.

Gad bless his saul. He |ived to the ripe old
age of 377

“That's nothing,” says Tom. “Here’s
one named Mary Patrick. It says she was
95 when she died.”

lust than, Billy vells aut, "Geaod griaf,
hara's a fellow whe live ta ba 1451"
“What's his name?"” asked Michael,

Billy stumbles arcund a bit, awkwardly
lights @ mateh ta see what else is writien on
the stane marker and axclaims, *Miles --
from Dublin.”

W W W R @ W W W m w wm w wm w R R m m W oW R W W

“Lal ma ko wiian you foke yedl frvealory. You®l aesd my el
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Class A (nonalcoholic) Trustees: Who Are They and What Do They Do?

Alcoholics Anonymous 18 & widely known and respected organi-
gatica with mor= than 2 raillion members. It is hard to believe
that mearly 70 vears ago drunkenness was considersd a moral
weakness and aleobolics were viewed 83 sinners to be soomed of
hidden away in mental instinstions. Founded in 1935, A A, might
e ave susviwed wishokt the-halg-sFaonaleshelie-dacion
nurses, clergy, journalists, businessmen and others who nsked
thsesr professional reputations (o supgaort the young fellowship.
ALA. owes an unimaginable debt to these nonaleohole frends
whass vision and folth not only helped A A. serigale through its
often punful zarly years, but were instrumental in shaping the
principles that continue b puide il today.

Befost A A, activity takes place on the personal fevel: in ALA
meenngs, of coffee shops, over the phone, via e-muil, in men-
bers' homes—anywhers members share with sach other. As the
Forewaed 1o the Third Edition af Alcokolics Anampmous (AA.'3

* basic text, called the Big Book) says, “In spite of the grear in-
creass in the siz= and the span of this Fellowship, ot (8 core it re-
mains simplz and personal. Each day, somewhere in the world,
recovary beging when one alsohelic mlks with another nlcoholic,
sharing experience, strength, and hope.™ (. wxdi)

Aq AA, grew, so did 1m service nesds—such as the need o
safeguard tested AA. principies; handle inquiries from all ever
the world at ene cenwal location, standardize litgraturs, and
Fellowship-wide representation on public relations matiers.

» A A8 Ceperal Service Board 15 responsible for these operaticas,
gverseing A A5 General Sacvwice Office for the U5, and
(Canada, and insuring the inzgricy of the A A, Grapsvine maga-

| zine, a monthly “meeting in print.” The Board is responsible for

safeguarding A-A. tradition and A.A's service funds. OF the 31
trustees of the board seven ame known a8 Class A (nonabcoholic)
They are men and women from & vanety of disciplines who
through the years have willingly shared our problems without
5|';:|:|;r|.g_ oair diseasge.

Early Friends of the Fellowship

The stary of AA. began in 1934, when co-fouader BiLl W, a
Mew York Ciry stockbeoker with a long hiswcy of hopeless drink-
ing, landed in Towns Hospital for one of many stays under the
care of William Duncan Silkworth, M.D. Finally Bill did sober
up, and he began 1o look for other aleoholics to work with in
order to stav sober. Yeors [nter he would write in the 1957 issue
of AA's magazine the Gropevine about “'the benign little doctor
who loved drunks . . . the man who we now cealize was very
much a founder of A4, From kim we learmed the namre of aur
illnass. And be supplied us with the teels with which to puncture
the toughest alcoholic 2go . , . the sbeettion of the mind that com-
pels us w0 drink and the allergy of the body that condemns us 10

Mail addrass: Box 459, Grand Central Station, New York, MY 10163 « {212) 870-3400 » www.aa.org

ao mad or die” [n 1928 Dr. Silkwarth put his professional stand-
ing on the line when be publicly endorsed che fledgling mowve-
miear af A.A. in his essay “The Doctor's Opinton™ that to this doy
ia par of the Fellowship's hasic tzat, Aleaholics Anagaymaus (p.
wiv), affectionotely called the Big Book.

T SO o T e BT lasr afcobiniT Hin ke waveted
dkron, Ohlo, on business, There another nonndeoboliz, Henmena
Siebarling, a member of the Oxford Growp (2n evangelical move-
rrent begun in the 19th century), introduced Bill to o prominent
local doctor 2nd natorous drunk, Dr. Bob 5. A.A s binhday is
abserved op Tune 10, the day w1933 that Dr. Bob took his last
drink. Realizing they reeded o balp others in order to stay sober,
the pair went lcoking for cther alcoholics w help,

Many of their “prospects™ needed hospitaliration, but thers weee
o local hospitals with aleobolic wards at the time. Enler Sisrer
Ignaria, of the Sisters of Chardty of St Augustine. From the: first ome
Dr. Bab arrived at 5¢ Thormas Hospiml requesting a prvate soam far
avery sck aleohale, Skeer [gnobia went out of her way o belp.

Auf,'s development is peopled with nonalesholics like Sister
[gnatia, They are men and women who, believing the new fel-
lowship would work, opened their hears and held out their
harkis, [o bath Akron and Mew York the early A A5 atbamded
mestings of the Oxford Group and were greatly influenced by
Episcopal clergyman Samuel Shoemaker “It wos from him."
Bll said, “that Dir, Bab and [ in the beginning had sbsacbed most
of the ponciples that were afierward embodied in the Twelve
Sweps. . . . Dr Silkworth gawe os the needed knowledge of gur
illness, but Sam Shoemaker hod given ws the concrets koowl- .
edge of whal wecould-do abeut i feohoherdaonymons
Comer af Age. p. 39)

Harry Tiebour, M D., o promunent psychininst, became inter-
ested in A A when two of his patients jeined and sobered up, the
doctor became & staunch supporter and was instrumental in
arranging for Bill o speak befors medical socketies, Fiends in the
media got the word cuat, notably editor Pulion Dursler in Libgrry
magazine and writsr Jack Alexander in the Saturday Evening
Post. Alexander's landmark aricls in March 1941 sparked o
ohenomenal surge of growth, A.A.'s membership quadropled
From 2,000 10 3,000 by the year's end.

Businessmen like John 0. Rockefeller Ir. and his asscciaes
sowed the seeds of AA s Tradition of self-support, a principle
that has enabled the FeHowship to avoid dependsnce on othes
crganizations and to steer clear of the danger that “he who pays
the piper <alls the rune"—this, through its Seventh Traditon of
rigorous self-support. And later AA. welcomed (o iis board such
friends as Dr, Joha (Dr. Tock) L, Morris, lenglime trustee and
board chair; prison administrator Austin MaeCoemick; and soci-
ofogist Dr. Milton Maxwell, among athers




Nonalcoholics Save Board from Itself

The First bowrd comsisted of five rustees. The nonalcobolie meme-
bers were Willard Richardson, 8 Rockefeller associate: Frank
Adting, from the field of advemising: ond Bill*s brother-in-taw, Dr.
Lecnard Strong Ir. The alcoholic trustzes were Dir. Bob and a Mew
Yook AA. “The Mew York member soon god dounk,” Bill recounts,
“laur this possibality had been forsseen. Drunkenness on the part of
an aleoholic trustes meant immediabe resignaton. Another aloo-
holie was named in the drnanken brother's place and wa pmesaded
o business.” (ibid., p. 151

That scenand oociared n 1034, st thres years alter Hall and D
Bob bt their celebrated first meenng in Akmon There wens po “old-
timers'==an A A wath even four oF five years of contnuous scbrisny
under his belt was unknown, Most members were barely dry.
Helping each other to kesp the bottle corked was the tall order of the
day, and dealing with matters pertaining to foendations, resteechips
and organizational procedures was heady, overwhelmang suff.

Thus, the nonaleoholic trustees were greatly needed in the early
days m keep the new Fellowship afloat, And they are siill needed.
Today &4, has aldtimers with years of soboety and service behind
them; but, =3 the alcobols tusees theamsebves are first to point out,
they are, ke everybody else in A A, "sober ome day at a time.”

For years the nonalcoholic tusiess condnusd b Guirnmber the
aleobilics by a majorty of one. Then, in 1966, when the Fellowship
Falt it had the expecence o chart g own course, the rato changesd
dramatically. The board was reoepanized to inclods seven Class A
and §4 Class B trustees, But the custom of electing 2 nonalcobadic
restee i serve s chairperson has remained unchanged.

Through the yvears our Class A trustees have acted as unique
guardiuns of Tradition Eleven, which states n part thar “we need
always muntain personal anonymty at the level of press, flms,
radic and TV." Experience has shown that for A.A 3, being in the
public aye i3 hazardous oy their personal sobaery—and o the cal-
lective survival if deey break their anonymicy ac the public level,
then got drunk. Yeo "A A hod to be publicized somehow,” as Bill
nated, “s0 we msorted o the idea that it would be far beteer to let
our frisnds do this for us'"—our nonalcohales trustess among them.
They can [ace the camera bead on or use their last names withour
campromising the unonymity Traditon of A A_In the process they
reach many & suffering olcoholic with the AA. message, along
with the profiessionals who weat and guide them.

Eﬂard_ Welcomes New Trustees

Thiz year A A - welcomes two new Class A mustzes—the Very Bev,
Ward Ewing, D.D_, dean and president of the General Theological
Serminary of the Episcopal Church in Manhattan; and William (Bill)
Dexter Clark, WLDC, medical dipsctor of the Addiction Resource
Cznter, Mid Coast Hespital, in Brunswick, Mane,

Before D, Ewing assumed his present position in 1998, he
spent |3 years as teceor of Trnity Chuech in Buffalo, New Yark.
Hez also Has sepved congregations i Tennessee, Florida and
Kenmcky, He become involved in AA. ond aleoholisen, he says,
while serving a3 vicar of St Petec's-in-the-Valley, Louisville,
Kemucky,in 1975: "First | became aware of alcohelism ag a dis-
ease, then 1 began atterding seminars on alcoholism and took 2
full-sermester cousse on alcoholism. [n my congregation we davel-
aped a growp of persons with at least five years of sobgesy who
med weekly o deal with J:E'Lg}nus and spiritual issues in thedr lives,
Consequendy, | began to incorporate the Twelve Steps into my
own life and my own spiffuality in a real way, Today [ fes] [.l'l‘«"l:
leged to be o rustee of A A, and hope that [ can be of some help.”

F-13

D, Clark, o cum [sude graduate of both Harvard University and
Harvard Medizcal School, has been medical director of the
Addienion Resource Center af Mid Coast since 1957, He also i an
sitending physicion ar te hospnal, He steps into the shoes of okt
ing trustee George Vaillont, M.D. Bill says, “1 am very excited at
the prospect of being of service to a fellowship that has meant so
much o my patisnts through the years, | look forward w helping
spread information about A A through the medical commaunity.”

What's It Like to Be a Class A Trustee?

How does it fieel o be ane of o handful of nonalcohalic trasi==s in
Alcoholics Anonyemous? When asked, past Class A trastess ex-
pressed myriad eemotions. Some said they hod besn abfle o steer
Family members ar cloge friends to AA ., others spoke of the spin-
toality of the A A, program and the new dimensions it hod added
b their lives. All said that association with the Fellowship had en-
hanced their lives,

Gary A, Glyan, an investment analvst and former trustss chair-
man of the board, originally became familiar with the Fellowship
becazze a closs family member hod joined and scayed sober. “hy
debr o A A i3 immeasurable,” he said. “Origtnally [ goe invelved
i service o oy oo repay that debl, but my reasans for wanbing o
serve have gone well beyond just thar AA, 14 the most remarkable
group of people [ know."

Past rrugtee Linda L Chezeqn, [0, says, “When [ hesamie o
trial judge, [ began 1o & the same defendants, hung-over and mis-
erable and charged with public imtexicaton or disorderdy conduct,
Then [ began to realize that aleohal was a major factor in a largs
pat of the criminal [ustice caseload, [ have leamed that the hond of
AA is there for any aleoholic who will accept it, and that the
Twelve Steps are there for any of s to use ™

Former tmostes Petar Reach, an educater who considers his
rusteeship "ope of the most rewnrding experiences of my life,”
numbers qeveral sleshalies im his family. He soid he wsed to be
highiy critieal of them as “stepd” and “irresponsible™—but then
“A.A, helped me understand the disease of dleabolism.™

Michae] Alexander, an aflgriey ond (ocmes trustes chairmaon,
first came ocross AoA, years ago when he was a young associame
working for Bernard B. Smith, who had assisted A.A, co-founder
Bill W, in serting up the young fellowship's service stmucturs, “Bill
was the first alcoholic [ ever met," Mike related. “Buai be and
Bemard Smicth belisved in AA. and were giving their lives to it
That was good enough for me,”

Looking back at his |7 vears as crustee, Mike said in hos
farewell talk o the board, “My term a3 chairman has been deeply
pevarding o me spicitually. T will sorely miss the excitement,
challenge and satisfaction that come with the office, and the
boundless opportunity 1o share views with members of A.A. at all
levels of ssrvice. 1 am a different person because of AA. and, [ be-
lieve, a berer one. 1 am nod an alcobobe, Mo member of my family
is an alcoholic. Until 1 came w A A T had no friends who were
aleoholics. It has seemed to me that destay had to work very hard
to bring A.A. and me ogether. But it happened, and because of it
[ am a lucky man.”
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